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KOLHAPUE

Kolhapur la the premier Stats m the Bombay Piesidenoy It as bounded
on the north by tha river Warna, which separates it from the British District
of Satara, on the north east by the river Krishna, on the Bast and south by
District of Belgium and on the west by the Sahyadri mountains which
divids it from the Sawantwadi State on the south -west, and Ratnagm on the
west The Stats is divided into 7 Talukas, and 3 Mahals Area 3,217
square miles, population 957,137, of which 936,648 are Hindus

Kolhapur becima a separata principality ui 1730 by a Treaty of Partition
between Shahu of Satara and Sambhaji of Kolhapur, both being giandaons of
Shiva]i, the Founder of the Mahratta Empire, through his two sons, Sambhaji
and. Rajaram Sambha]i died in 17SD and was succeeded by his adopted
son Shivaji, who ruleduntil the year 1812 Shivaji had to fight many battles
with Patwardhans who were than the Jahagirdars of the Peshwas Through
the intarvBiition of Mountstuart Elphmstone, under ths Treaty of 1812, the
disputes between Kolhapur and the Peshwa oamo to an end By this Treaty,
the Talukas of DhJcodi and Manoli, tha bona of contention between Kolhapur
and the Peahwa, were ceded to the Peshwa On the annexation of tha
Peshwa's kingdom in 1818, these Talukaa were given back in full sove-
reignty to Sambha]i alias Abasaheb Maharaj under a Sanadissued by General
Sir Thomas Munroe in appreciation of his support to the cause of the Company's
GovBrnment In the prime of youth, Abasaheb Mahara] was murdered in
1621 ani was succeeded by his brother Shahaji alias Buvasaheb Mahara]
Owing to his acts of aggression, tha British Government had to intervene in
182B and 1827, and by the Treaty of 1827, Buvaaahab had to give back the
Talukas of Ohikodi ani Manoh to the British Government Buvaaaheb died
in 1833 and as his sons Shivaji alias Babaaaheb and Shahu alias Chimasaheb
ware minors, Diwansaheb Maharaj, wife of Abasaheb Mahara] and aunt of tha
young Maharaja, administered the affairs of Kolhapur till 1844 As the
administration was found most unsatisfactory, the Government of Bombay
appointed Bao Bahadur Daji Krishna Pandit as Principal Karbhan As he
made certain vary drastio changes m the administration, the Gadkans of
Samangad, Bhudargad and other forts rosam rebellion and the British Govern-
ment had to quell the disturbance with the help of their Military Force at the
cost of the State The Government thereupon appointed Major D C Graham
as Political Superintendent who administered the Stata with tha halp of
Daji Pandit aa Principal Karbhan The administration of the State was
handed over to Babasaheb Mahara] m 18 S2 after he had signed the Agreement
of that year On his death in 1863, ho was succeeded by his adopted son,
Rajaiam Mahara], a promising young prince, who died at Florence in 1870
Shiva]i IV Was then adopted , but as ha was found to be insane, tha manage,
ment of the State, which waa taken over by the Political Agent after the demise
of Babasahab Mahara] in 1866 owing to the minority of the Maharajas, waa
handed over in 1882 to the Regency in Council presided over by Meharban
Abasaheb, the Chief of Kagal Senior On the death of Shivaji at Ahmednagar
in 1883, the late lamented Shri Shahu Mahara], son of the Regent Abasaheb, the
Chief of Kagal Senior and son of Princess Balabai, sister of His High-
Qaas Babaaahab Mahara], was adopted in 18S4 He was installed on the Gadi